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1 Mahabharata (adapted text)

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

“JIETOTH JIH Il I THid & | a9 HAH [9de 1
ZHRIH 3| O 9 Uldaaid T die Tdadt d4 2
WY Wiawfq dfé @@ g 9 Wiewfa sfa) S TR 3
T T AT | HioH: WA Fear a0 91 Tedr 4
TH FE(T B | I I A FTed & HoH @ T A s
Bfd | SEFH T Tdaan: U q: Hiawafd | AeH 0 T Jee® 6

Bid AH 9qH | T=a: HIadH IROET 9 0| 7
(@) To whom did Santanu go? (line 1) [2]
(b) What request did Santanu make? (lines 1 and 2) [2]

(c) Translate ‘yadi satyavati tava bharya bhavisyati tarhi tasyah putrah nrpah bhavisyati’.

(lines 2 and 3) [6]
(d) Where did Santanu return to? (lines 3 and 4) [1]
(e) What vow did Bhisma make? (line 6) 1]

(f) Bhisma’s vow enables Santanu to marry Satyavati, showing the power of speech. Give
another example from Sanskrit literature of speech that has a powerful effect. Give an
example of vows being made in modern times. [3]

[Total: 15]
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2 Mahabharata — Bhagavad Gita

Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

Tq 95 T 9G] HERIICHHTCHT | 1
Jfe 7 HEWE! FHET GUHEH || 2

o A g §e7 He o AT 09l | 3
qHE o YOHIH | 7 | Y0 || 1
HAYHE: U@ HITATCHA S | 5
HEAOYfGRqUr AFEH || 6

Chap. 3, verse 43; Chap. 6, verse 30; Chap.17, verse 16

(a) Translate lines 1 and 2. [6]
(b) Who, according to line 3, never becomes lost to Krsna? [4]
(c) Name in English three aspects of the austerity of mind spoken of in line 5. [3]

(d) Line 6 speaks of ‘bhavasamsuddhi’, ‘purity of being’. Would this quality be helpful in modern
society? Give a reason for your answer. 2]

[Total: 15]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

(a) Give two details for each of the following terms:

(i) karman 2]
(i) purusa (2]
(ili) avidya 2]
(iv) samsara 2]

(b) One of the guna is sattva, the quality of purity and brightness. Give the Sanskrit terms for the
other two guna, with their English translations. [4]

(c) The inner organ of mind comprises manas, buddhi, citta and ahankara. Explain any three of
these four Sanskrit terms. [6]

(d) There are four yugas or ages. We are said to be living in the Kaliyuga, the ‘iron age’ which
lasts for 432000 years. Give the Sanskrit name for one of the other ages, along with its
English translation. [2]

(e) Briefly explain each of the following literary terms:

(i) veda [2]
(i) smrti (2]
(iii) vyakarana [1]

(f) Write a short essay of about 100 words, in English, on one of these two topics:

EITHER

(i) The Sanskrit word ‘avatara’ has entered the English language as ‘avatar’. The Sanskrit
words ‘karma’ and ‘guru’ have also entered English. Discuss how these three words are
used in modern times.

OR

(i) Purusartha, or the purpose of human life, is said to have four aspects, the first one of
which is kdma, sensual enjoyment. Briefly outline the other aspects and say if you think
this system is a useful way of viewing life. [10]

[Total: 35]
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4 Pafcatantra

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English.

The weighing scales and the merchant’s son.

AT FOHRN]: FHUFAIHETT YA RN He WEd: |
AU TORATET o RN SRR U@ 98 g Jeiacuraed 2

Tl TEANTT: | 9IT o a{0STT — HT SROETd Fdl 74 | 3
e wE 96l 7d 3f0 | 7 A Adaety WA & sfd |
YT — FAomErfee fF FaEm 91 & IPiid | doq YT | 5
A | T TGPy HaausiiH Bfd | § AE —H: Hodlie] 6
AT ST 9165 Oid a9 JEFT AT SeHmdiedt ot = 7
HEU | dEUT H ST Uid SRH0T YHISHH | 8

BN

(a) Before setting off, what did the money-lender’s son take with him? (line 1) [2]
(b) (i) Translate ‘prahrstamanah’. (line 1) [2]
(ii) What type of compound is this? [1]

(c) Where did the merchant hide the money-lender’s son, and with what did he block its

entrance? (line 2) [4]
(d) Translate ‘kathyatam kutra me Sisur yas tvaya saha nadim gatah’. (lines 3 and 4) [6]
(e) What does the merchant say has happened to the money-lender’s son? (line 4) [4]
(f) How does the money-lender threaten the merchant? (line 6) [3]

(g) In this passage, what typical features of stories from the Paficatantra are found? Refer to the
text in your answer. [3]

[Total: 25]
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